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December 2011

Newsletter
Dear Parents,


“For unto us a Child is born”!  Advent is here and we are preparing for the birth of our Lord.  Here at Our Lady of Peace we are preparing with our Advent Prayers, our Christmas Collection of gifts for the seniors, veterans and others in need and our Christ centered Christmas Show.  More information will be forth coming in next week’s Tuesday folders about the Christmas collections.  I hope you have marked your calendars for December 13th at 6:30pm.  We will be having a brief HSA meeting followed by our Christmas Show.  This year, we have some extra treats with the band playing and choir singing.  Remember every student is encouraged to participate in our Christmas Show.  Contact our office for information.  

Progress Reports are December 9th.  Please check PowerSchool to keep current with your student’s progress.  If you prefer a hard copy of the progress report, please notify the office and one will be sent home for you.  Our students are working very hard and it is reflected in their grades.  Encourage them to keep up the good work!


Breakfast with Santa is scheduled for December 11th.  This year we are doing things a little differently.  Please make time in your schedule to attend the meeting on November 30 at 6:30pm in the cafeteria.  There are some great ideas circulating right now and we can really use your energy and enthusiasm to make this a real OLP Community event.  I look forward to seeing you at the meeting.  


Our Basketball season is started for most of the teams.  There is a schedule attached of games.  Please come out and support our teams.  Varsity boys have already won two games!

This is a reminder to schedule time to talk to your child’s teacher.  Speaking to them informally before or after school interferes with their ability to supervise the other students in their care and the teacher cannot give your concern her complete attention.  When all students are dismissed, the teacher may have time for a brief conversation, but this is at the teacher’s discretion.  A scheduled appointment or timely e-mail or phone call allows both parties to focus on the problem at hand.  For schedule changes or special circumstances for that day, a note usually works best.  We need to keep the students well-being as our top priority and our teachers focused on our students.


As part of our anti-bullying efforts, Our Lady of Peace is instigating a theme of the month anti-bullying campaign.  Our focus will be on positive behavior through acts of kindness.  This month’s theme is “Give a Gift from your Heart”.  Please remember to ask your students what type of gifts they are giving during this month.

May your advent be prayerful, your Christmas joyful and the New Year filled with God’s Blessings.

   






God Bless,








Fran Comiskey – Principal
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	                 BISHOP AHR COMPETITION  

	Thank you and congratulations to all those students who participated in the Bishop Ahr Grammar School Competition on November 7th.  Our school placed 3rd in Jeopardy.  

Good job Team!

	 
	 

	ATHLETICS
	Hunter Kiraly

	 
	Cassandra Knaup

	 
	Donivyn Cruz

	 
	Dominic Lansang

	 
	 

	PROBLEM SOLVING
	Gwenneth Peralta

	 
	Antonio Costa

	 
	Christian Pinto

	 
	Peter Lord

	 
	 

	DRAMATICS
	Brian Aitken

	 
	Gianna DeStefano

	 
	Colleen Kelly

	 
	Haley Rhumm

	 
	 

	JEOPARDY
	Om Panda

	 
	Mervin Alexander

	 
	Teenu Joseph

	 
	 

	SPELLING BEE
	Calliann McCraney

	 
	Christopher Szymczak




























Great Job Grace!


Grace DiCarlo (3rd Grade)


1st All Around


at the


New Jersey Sectional Gymnastics Meet.





She has also qualified to compete at the New Jersey State Championships in February 2012.





We are rooting for you Grace!























Supporting Our Veterans 


and our Troops





Our 4th through 8th grade students wrote post cards to our troops and sent them to the News Tribune/ Gannett Press Thanks for giving Drive.


Our students in the lower grades made beautiful placemats and cards for the Veterans over at the New Jersey Veterans Memorial Home in Menlo Park. The students worked hard on the beautiful designs and cut out and pasted festive turkeys and greetings.  One of our eighth graders who volunteers at the Home delivered the gifts. 


God bless our armed forces.





Corrections from last newsletter





The 7th Grade President is Brian Aitken and


7th Grade Vice President is Gianna DiStefano. 


Sorry for the misprint last month.

















Food Collection for Thanksgiving


Thank you for your generous donation to our Thanksgiving Food Drive.  We collected many bags of food which we donated to the Parish Food Drive.  May God bless the generosity of all our families.





Eighth Grade Fundraisers


Congratulations, Miten Patel on winning the eighth grade raffle for the Magic Show tickets!  


Thank you to all who purchased pies for the eighth grade pie sale.


Please keep supporting our eighth graders’ fund raising efforts.





Dates to Remember!


12/2 		8:45 Mass & Noon Dismissal


          		8th Grade Christmas Bazaar


           		Faculty Meeting





12/4		Woodbridge Christmas Parade


12/5 		Reconciliation 6 & 7 


12/6		Choir and Drama


12/7 		Spring Auction Meeting


12/8 		Feast of the Immaculate Conception - 12:10 Mass


12/9 		Christmas Show Dress Rehearsal – 1:00 PM


		Progress Reports





12/11 		HSA Day with Santa


12/13 		HSA Meeting – Christmas Show


12/18 		HSA Bake Sale 12/17 & 12/18


             		6th Gr. Youth Mass/4th Gr. Fellowship





12/23 	Noon Dismissal


12/25 	Christmas Break – 12/26 – 1/2


1/3 		School resumes


1/4 		Reconciliation practice


1/6 		8:45 Mass & Noon Dismissal


         		Faculty Meeting














Congradulations Danielle Cusick (Class of 2011)


Union Catholic Freshman Awarded the Eldon M. Hammeke Scholarship





Scotch Plains, NJ, November 9, 2011 - Union Catholic is pleased to announce that Danielle Cusick of Edison has been selected as the 2011 recipient of the Eldon M. Hammeke Scholarship. The scholarship was established in memory of Mr. Hammeke by his wife Grace, and is supported by the Knights of Columbus Summit Council #783, of which Mr. Hammeke was an active member. The award is presented every year to one current freshman student at a Catholic high school and is renewable for the recipients remaining three years at the school. 


Danielle was chosen based on her elementary school performance and her successful integration into Union Catholic. She demonstrates commitment and avid enthusiasm about the beginning of her freshman year and is already involved in SMAC (Student Movement Against Cancer) and hopes to join the softball team in the spring. Past recipients still attending UC include Sophomore Arthur Wright of Woodbridge, Junior Brian Cautillo of Union and Senior David Schantz of Edison.


Taken from Union Catholic Newletter.





Don’t forget to send us news of your student’s or alumni’s accomplishments.  We love to read how great our students are doing!





HSA News


The HSA will be having a brief meeting at 6:30pm on December 13th before the Christmas Show.  Remember our HSA is only as successful as its members make it.  Every parent is a member of the HSA.  Let’s show the real spirit of OLP by having a remarkable HSA with every parent doing their part! 





Surveys for SAC Committee


The winning student for the SAC Committee surveys was Tanya Choksi in Grade 7.  Tanya’s class won a dress down day.


Thank you to all of you who returned those surveys.  The information will be utilized in our strategic plan and to improve our school.








